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Tennis, 
IT I 'Sfl > TO IW . in ,·irtually every movie 

from :.1 .J111l11 ( ~ ~ 11f idd fl-iychnl1lgiea l dr:ima tu a 
K. o.1l 1l' lh·phurn ht·drnom comedy. lhal a 
S<Tuhhed -f~wl·d 1>:111 mouth ·t:;pe would bounce 
into lhL· room at !"ollll' po111l. <.~ swtia tcr loosely 
kn. otlt'd about his nct·k. and ask: "Tenn is, 
cuwonc·: ·· 

i'hat sn·nc isn·1 all Iha! funnv anvmore. Be
caust· now it's: ··T('nms '. J-:H·r;oi1e '. . .-

The fa stest growing pariicipant sport in 
. Americ-a. · which likewise has sparked wide 
~JX·dator int c-rest with World Te,im Ten~1is 
League play. has br•mght about the rise of 
somt'lhing else uniquely Ameri can: The private 
raequct d ub. 

The emergence of the spiffy. fashionable, 
i m.maeu I a 1 c. j us! -s hort-of -pa I a l ia l . 
membersh ip-only ti·mns dubs is a recent phc· 
nomcnun. but Denver is keepi ng up with the 
swing or things and ·now boasts no fewer tha n 
sl'\'en such dubs __:_ with more on the drawing 
boards. 

Th<lt emergence is laid. in part and interest
ingly so. at the feet of the area's school sys
tems. 

IT'S NO LO"liGER CONSIDERED necessary 
that .a bo~· play foot ba ll or baseball to cievelop 

· the t ough characteristics a ttributed lo 
manh•l•ld. 

Tennis. and onC' can remember how THAT 
was viewpd in lighl of those old movie scenes, 
and golf are now pc1fe(tiy acceptable sports for 
youngskr:-\. tha nk you. 

" A lo! of public programs - in the schools, in 
the Parks and Recreation Department summer 
projt>t1s - ha•:e created a real interest in c_hil
dren fo r. tenn is ... says the Centre Court Racquet 
Club's Rob .Johnson. 

"The children. in tum, ha\'e interested the 
adults in what they are learning," he anrts. 
"The sport just doesn't have the snobbish, elire 
image ii once had ... 

It isn·1 the first known case in history in 
which parents have been· taught something by 
their kids. 

But .the kids. and now the parents, demand 
something more ' lhan the available !meaning 
free I courts provided by the vaiious municipal-· 
ities in the Denver metro area. · 

Despite the [act there are more than 600 
lighted and unlighted outdoor courts for play at 
JS:l different sites in the metro counties of Den
\'er, Adams. Arapahoe, Boulder, Jefferson, 
.Douglas and Gilpin, it ill behoo\'es many tennis 
buffs to arise at 5:30 a.m. on a slumbering 
Saturday or Sunday to enable them to be on a 
court, in which grass may be growing irom 
cracks, by 6 a.m. 
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T ypicol of the new indoor and outcJOOr tennis complexes, complete with pool, is the mo~ 
For that reason. clubs like Cent re Court and Unlike country clubs. membership to racquet 

H_eatherRidge .. Colorado Racket Club. Tennis . clubs is not restricted, in these instances, to 
Wor_ld and -Meadow Creek have sprung up, those who live in the complement.ary housing, 
mot1vat_ed pnnc1pally by the burgeoning tennis but is open to all. Depending upon the club. 
populations m the outlymg areas they serve. . prices can range from SJOO or less to $1.500. 

BUT THERE IS Al'\OTHER motivation, too. Tl1e charge is partly predicated on the invest· 
It is more commonly known as the profit ment in the clubs by the builders. The pri vate 
motive. racquet clubs range in initial investment in 

Because the clubs. orrering nearly every Denver from about ~50.000 to wards of $2 
creature comfort. were not founded as non- million. -----
profit organizations. They charge for services. !pi1:-ITTof the pay-to-play clubs the 

Many of the private racquet clubs have new Heat erRidge Racquet Club in far sou • 
constructed in conjunction with hous· - east15enver, at Interstate 225 and Iliff Avenue. 
apartment, condominium and town use ~It i~ typical in SC\'eral respects. ~-irsL _it h~s 
projects. five mdoor and 10 outdoor courts. which 1s 

more or less an average: it is open from 7 a .m. 
Wllil 11 p.m. Isome mainlain hours until mid· 
nighll: it has a lop-rate pro, in this case Dr. 

~~~1; s~~~~~~ir~ ~~~ ~~~~f:br~~~~sh~a~ 
use: but most typical of all. the place is booked 
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